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' On the eve of the first Women's Ashes
Test double sports star Perry explains
why she will always be a north shore girl

"~ caroline Jumpertz

he has played cricket

and scocer on the

international  stage

sinca her toens but K-
lyse Perry, 27, remains a
nocth shore girl through and
through,

Born and bred on the
upper north shore, the
world-class  professional
athlete has now made her
home in Chatswood.

Perry s partofthe Austra-
lan team taking on England
in the first Women's Ashes
day-night Test, starting
today at North Sydney Oval.

“We've started really

added that the English team
had “just won the World
Cup, so they've got a bit of
confidence about them™.

At North Sydney Oval
this week, Perry was all
amiles as she spoke to the
North Shore Times. But
there is a quiet determi
nation and focus beneath the
surface that clearly drives
her.

Over a decade in the in-
creasingly careeT-oriented
arens of women's cricket,
she has witnessed - and in-
deed driven - seismic
changes in the sport.

Bat rather than reflecting
on carver highlights, it's her
deep and abiding connection
with the porth shore that
she is keen todiscuss,

Parry was born at Wah-
roonga's Sydney Adventist
Hospital on November 3,
1990, to Kathy and Mwk
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Perry, three years after her
brother, Damien, who was
influentin]l during his sis
ter's formaltive yewrs.

“Talways wanted 1o do the
(hings he was doing and fol-
lowed him around a lot,”
Perry said. "He played a lot
of sport when we were youn
ger 50 we played in the back-
vard a lot together and down
at the local park.

“We were quite different
and I think that's really been
a great thing,” Perry said of
her relationship with Dam
fen, “We've always had var-
tod experiences butit's sport
that tied us togather.”

The family lived in Wah-
roonga and West Pymble
when Perry was growing up
and her parents made sure
she and Damien could pur-
sue their passions — which
were mainly sport-oriented.

“Mum and Dad drove us
around parts of Sydney -
and other states, for that
matter - to do different
things," Perry said,

“They'd always male time
for us. They were pleased o
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e of the Adhes serieSagainst England:
Matt Teomua aedlin her Pymble Ladies

and | was really bad at that.*

“Oh and I'm temble with

ot 1o gies she confemsees St she cannct
sing or dance vary well. And while
Ausaralian Otympic swimmer Susie ONeil was her
sporting hero when she was growing up, Pery
cannct emudans her idod in the beest.
“Tove swimming but I'm not very good at . I'm
also temible at netbal, | had 3 go at that in Year 12—

Sa, what eke hos Perry stumped?
“lleamed the drums up at Turamurma for 2 while
ot | was absolutely hideoes ot it,” she said.

Whike Parry's travel and cricket schedue does not

Yes, she’s human ... where Perry is not elite
Wm[nuwmumqmmm

dllow for much extra-curmcular activity, she and
husband Matt Toomu have shaved an interest and
a financial imvestment in 3 couple of cafes in
Canberra for the past fow years.

“We've both got a big interest in coffee and the
hospitality side of things,” she said.

Perry has also teamed up with shadow wiiter
Sharryl Clark 10 work on a senes of books for
chiidren because she sald she really wanted “to put
together samething for young girks that are really
imerested in sport™.

1 had a lot of fum doing that,” Perry says of the
Elyse Perry tities Pocket Rockee, Wianing Touch,
Doubde Time and Magic Faet,

see me enjoy doing some-
thing so much, so they al-
ways went out of their way
to make sure | could doit.”
Perry, whois now opening
bowler and batting in the
middle order for the Austra
lian team, went to high
school at Pymble Ladies Col-
lege (PLC) where she was
well liked by teachers and
students alike, sccording to
principal Vicki Waters.

“She was oulgoing bul
also very humble both in-
side and outside of the class-
room and quietly managed
the balance hetween school
and sport,” Waters said.

Perry said: *T absolutely
loved school life.

“Obviously sport was
something that kept a ot of
my attention but one of the
best things about Pymble
wass that there were so many

opportunilies o do so many
varicus things and to see
others do really well™

Growing up on the north
shore, Perry credits the op-
portunities she had in her
childhocd as well as the
strength of the community
sporting clubs with helping
to make her who she is
today.

“Now I'm living o Litthe bit
closer Lo the city but still on

the narth side of Sydney,
which was something | real-
1y wanted todo.

“1 just really love the atti-
tude of people on the north
share,

“Thay're always really ac-
tive, getting out and daing
things but also really proud
of thefr local community.™

As a girl, Perry would cut
loose from her disciplined
Sports regimen - but usually
to do more spart.

“1 probably jumped on my
BMX and went down to the
park, went roller blading
and all those kinds of sporty
things," Perry said.

Or else she would visit
Gordon Library with her
mum.

Nowadays, she likes going
to see live bands and often
sees acts she has never
heard of. Hor most recent gig
was to see former Powder
finger frontman Bernard
Fanning. She will video chat
hushand Mart Toomua each
moming.

Perry married Toomua at
the end ol 2014 and when her
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season’s cricket commit-
ments wrap up in April she
will head to England, where
he is currently bused, play
ing rugby univa for the
Letcaster Tigars.

For both of them sport
comes first for now. And
Perry celebrated ber 27th
birthday this month by play-
ing a cricket match.

‘The realisation hit her at
age 16 that she could play
sport professionally and
make a career of it.

“After that first experi
ence, when | had my first
tour with the Australian
team, with crickat, and then
quite fortunately not loag
after had the sume experi-
ence with soccer, it really
was the biggest highlight of
my life,” she said.

When she said “not long
after” it was literally a mat-
ter of two weeks after her
International cricket debut
that Perry debuted for the
Matildas in an Olympic
qualifying soccer match.

*T felt so comfortable and
w0 invigorated by the whole
experience that I knew I
wanted to do it lots more
times if it was possible, so
that's whare I was conscious
of doing everything I could
o be involved,” she said.

Perry & known for her
meticulous preparation but
said she had learned from
other players, too.

*“Tlike the challenge of try
ing to do batter every day at
training. | like doing things
repetiiously, | ot a kick out
of parfecting the skills,” she
suid.  “Cerlainly, I've
learned « lot from the play-
ers thal are a bil more re-
Laxed in their spproach and
maybe vice-wersa.”

Perry isquick to recogmise
current offorts by well
resourcad codes such & the
AFL to fast-track women's
involvement at sport,

“It's beem great to be part
of that development and
evolution but challenging as
well," she said.

“I really foal there's been
no battar time to ba a female
athlate."

Pearry will spend a month
in India early next year but,
no matter where she is, she
is always connected to this
Little patch of the planet,

*T think about the green,
leafy suburbs and the quiet
ness of a lot of those strects
and the really nice local
shops and great cafes,” she
sald. “Whenever I'm flying
in or out of Sydney, | try and
spot the north shore from
the plane.”
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